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THE next MonTHLY MEETING of the Association will be held on 
Friday, December 7th, at 8 P.M., at the London Institution, when 
a Paper will be read, entitled “The Future of Monthly Notes,” by 
the Hon. Secretary. ' 





NOVEMBER MONTHLY MEETING. 


The Second Monthly Meeting of the Seventh Year of the Asso- 
ciation was held on Friday, November 2nd, at 8 p.m., at the London 
Institution, Mr. B. R. WHEATLEY, V.P., in the chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed, 
the following gentlemen, being engaged in Library administration, 
were announced as having become members of the Association : Mr. 
C. Atcu.ey, Librarian, Colonial Office, S.W. ; Mr. W. J. Stewart, 
Member of the Liverpool Free Public Libraries Committee (Life). 
It was also announced that the Corporation Library, Guildhall, 
became a subscriber. 

The following gentlemen, who were duly proposed and seconded 
at the previous meeting, were then elected members: Mr. C. T. 
HILTon, and Mr. JAMES SAMUELSON, of Birkenhead (Life). 

The following gentlemen were proposed and seconded for election 
at the next meeting: Sir A. C. STEPNEY, Bart., proposed by the 
Treasurer, seconded by the Secretary; Mr. JaMEs Cowan, Ivy 
House, Urmston, Manchester, proposed by Mr. Conybeare, seconded 
by the Secretary; Mr. CHAarLes HINDLEY, 41, Booksellers’ Row, 
proposed by the Treasurer, seconded by the Secretary; Mr. W. 
PricE WALL, Exeter, proposed by Mr. Cleasby, seconded by the 
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Treasurer ; Mr. H. C. Ricnarps, M.L.S.B., proposed by the 
Secretary, seconded by Mr. Tedder. 

The Secretary moved and Mr. Tedder seconded a motion to the 
effect that at the next monthly meeting Mr. JouN HALLAM, Chair- 
man of the Public Library Board of Toronto, and Mr. JAMEs BAIN, 
Chief Librarian, Public Library, Toronto, be elected Honorary 
Members of the Association. 

The Chairman then called upon Mr. E. M. BorraJo to read his 
Paper, entitled, 


RICHARD PORSON as A LIBRARIAN. 


As may be gathered from the title of this Paper, it is not my 
intention to treat of Porson, to use the opening words of the 
writer of the article upon him in the last edition of the Encyclo- 
pedia Britannica, as “ the greatest verbal critic and classical scholar 
of modern times”; nor to offer, even if I were able to do so, any 
elaborate analysis of the literary work which he has left for our 
instruction. My task isa much more simple one. I only propose 
to gather together such crumbs of information as are available, of 
his relation to that profession which he adopted in the sunset of a 
brilliant career. 

Porson was born in 1759, and his great ability was conspicuous 
at so early an age as to attract the notice of many persons of 
eminence, who formed a fund for the purpose of sending him to 
Eton, and afterwards to Cambridge, and maintaining him during 
his stay at both places. His progress at the University was short 
and triumphant, he having taken his degree, obtained the first 
Chancellor's Medal, and been elected Fellow of Trinity College, in 
1782, when he was in the twenty-third year of his age. And now 
commenced those brilliant contributions to critical and controversial 
literature with which you are all, doubtless, more or less, acquainted. 
Porson also commenced the study of theology, and became involved 
in the famous Travis controversy ; his letters to Archdeacon Travis, 
published in the Gentleman's Magazine, proving how wide-spread was 
his reading in this particular subject. His determination not to 
enter the Church was the result of his studies, and when we recollect 
that he was a man without means, living in a not over-scrupulous 
age, his conduct in this matter is shown to be worthy of all praise. 
Rogers relates in his “Table Talk” that, upon this point, Porson 
spoke as follows :—“ I found that I should require about fifty years’ 
reading to make myself thoroughly acquainted with divinity—to 
satisfy my mind on all points—and therefore I gave it up. There 
are fellows who go into a pulpit assuming everything, and knowing 
nothing ; but I would not do so.” Well may Porson’s biographer, 
the Rev. John Selby Watson, say, “but to resign a Trinity fellow- 
ship from difficulties as to creed, at a time when most of the clergy 
had laxer notions in regard to doctrines than they appear to have at 
present, and had certainly less show of strictness in their lives, 
manifested great conscientiousness and honesty.” Although Porson 
made application to exchange his clerical fellowship for a lay one he 
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was unsuccessful, and he accordingly had to resign his fellowship 
in 1791, and to submit to the loss of his income. His privations, 
however, do not appear, happily, to have been of long duration, as 
in the following year a number of his admirers, scholars and literary 
men, subscribed a fund to supply Porson with an income. The 
amount realised was between £1,600 and £1,700, and the interest 
thereon (all Porson would accept) furnished an income of about 
£100 a year. Towards the close of the same year (1792) Porson 
was elected Professor of Greek at the University of Cambridge, a 
post which he held up to the time of his death in 1808. The 
appointment might have been valuable for the prestige it brought, 
although in this case it is doubtful whether the honour which the 
University did itself was not greater than that conferred on the man, 
but it was certainly not so in a pecuniary sense, as the magnificent 
salary attached to the post only amounted to £40 a year. Nor was 
Porson allowed to increase this amount by the delivery of an annual 
course of lectures in the college, as no rooms were assigned to him 
for the purpose. It is curious to note in connection with this matter 
that the largest fixed yearly income which Porson enjoyed during 
his lifetime, was in the capacity of librarian, and it seems to me a 
legitimate subject for inquiry how far the salaries of librarians have 
partaken in the general rise, affecting all professions and callings, 
which has taken place since the commencement of the present 
century. Again, is the rise (if any) in librarians’ salaries in fair 
proportion to that which has occurred in those of other professions ? 
As far as my knowledge goes, I should have no hesitation as to the 
answers to be given to these questions. Passing over the intervening 
years, filled up with literary labour and active participation in the 
principal controversies of the time, we reach the appointment of 
Porson as the librarian to the newly-founded London Institution in 
1806, ata salary of £200 a year with a suite of apartments. I am 
unable to tind at the London Institution anything bearing upon 
Porson’s connection with it, beyond formal minutes and receipts for 
salary, a very poor plaster bust placed almost out of sight in its 
Committee room, where the public cannot see it, and the chair which 
he used ; the latter a relic so little prized that now it is not shown 
at all. With regard to this latter fact, I cannot help expressing my 
surprise that a desire should not exist to keep alive in the memory 
of its members the connection of the Institution with Porson, who, 
whatever his faults, was a very great man ; a connection, moreover, 
which, one might imagine would be looked back upon with feelings 
of pardonable pride. In the library of the London Institution, 
however, there are three books which bear upon their fly-leaves 
critical remarks in the beautiful handwriting of Porson, sufficiently 
curious to be repeated. In the works of Walter Moyle, Porson has 
written :—“ Account, p. 10. In the list of sixteen Greek historians, 
the two last stood thus in Mr. Moyle’s letter : . 
XV. Procopius, and XVI. Agathios. 

The sagacious printer, thinking wd to be, not a particle, but an 
omitted syllable of the foregoing word, has given us a new historian, 
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Proandcopius. This error (though corrected in the Errata) is worth 
notice, for thousands full as gross remain uncorrected in books, and 
are not so easy to detect; or at least to amend. Let any man, for 
example, try his hand on the note in p. 137.” 

In Dubois’ “ My Pocket-Book” there appears the following note :— 

‘Such is the present eagerness of the public for anecdote, that, let 
an avonymous author tell the most scandalous and improbable false- 
hood of a known character, there will be no lack of readers to 
‘swallow it. In pages xii. and xiii. of the preface to this book the 
author charges the present Greek Professor of Cambridge with 
writing a parody on Pope’s ‘Eloisa.’ This statement is certainly 
false, for the parody in question was printed for Faulder in 1780, 
as appears from the Critical [eview for December, 1780, and from 
the Monthly Review for February, 1781. If, therefore, Mr. Porson 
wrote that parody, he must have written it when he was an under- 
graduate, many years before he became Greek Professor. But if 
the author should say that he only meant that the person who wrote 
the parody is now the Greek Professor, I shall pass over the clumsi- 
ness of the expression, and only desire him to produce his proofs of 
the latter fact. This I know, that I have several times heard Mr. 
P. seriously disown all share whatever in the composition of that 
parody, and all knowledge of its author.” 

In the volume of Anderson’s ‘ British Poets,” containing Dryden, 
Porson has written :—‘‘The Editor has with singular good faith 
suppressed about seven hundred of Dryden’s verses, to wit, the 
twenty-seventh idyllium of Theocritus, with the translation from 
the third and fourth books of Lucretius. If the indecency of some 
passages was the cause of their suppression, why were not the 
verses against the love of life, and the fear of death, retained ? 
Dr. Anderson has also omitted near two octavo pages of preface ; 
but, to be consistent, he should have cancelled the paragraph in 
which mention is made of that part of the third book. However, 
to make Dryden some amends for depriving him of his own, he has 
given him two poems that are not his: Zarquin and Tullia and Suum 
Cuique. Suum Cuique was written by some staunch Jacobite, but I 
know not whom; Yarquin and Tullia was written by Arthur Main- 
waring, who afterwards turned Whig, and expiated his youthful 
heresy in The Medley.—See Malone’s Life of Dryden, p. 546. 

“The accuracy of the editor is equal to his good faith. P. 679, 
Horace de Arte Amandi, for Ovid.” 

Besides these three instances, there are notes by Porson in some 
of the volumes of the Greek classics in the library, but, beyond 
this, it cannot be said that he left any lasting impression of his 
work there. He appears hardly to have attended in the library at 
all, nor excepting in the Greek and Latin classics, to have increased 
the number ot its volumes by judicious purchases, such as would natur- 
ally have been expected from such « man; neither am I able to find that 
he attempted to catalogue its contents. The managers of the London 
Institution appear to have written a letter to him in which they 
remarked that, ‘they only knew him to be their librarian by see- 
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ing his name attached to the receipts for his salary.” He, in his 
turn, thought the Managers “ mercantile and mean beyond merchan- 
dise and meanness.” This being the state of the relation between 
employers and employed, there can be little doubt that Porson 
would not long have continued librarian of the London Institution, 
but, that his death in 1808 brought his career to a close at the 
comparatively early age of 49. The attendance to receive his salary, 
and his death at the Institution, seem to give fresh point to the 
adage which declares the only two certainties in life to be “death 
and quarter-day.” Porson’s body was removed to Cambridge, and 
buried, with some ceremony, in the chapel of Trinity College. The 
value of Porson’s private library may be gathered from the simple 
fact that, with the prices current in 1808, it realised over £2,000. 
The amount which he left at his death proves that he exercised more 
economy than he was probably credited with during life. In con- 
sidering his unsatisfactory work at the London Institution, it is but 
fair to recollect that his health, never very good, had commenced to 
break down beforehis appointment there, and culminated in the 
very rapid advent of the crisis only two years afterwards. 

I am only able to find in Porson three of the traits essential to a 
good librarian, viz: good memory, vast knowledge of books, and 
imagination. As regards his memory many wonderful stories are 
told. He could recollect not only a passage, but on which side of 
the page it occurred, in different editions. He is said to have been 
able to retain the contents of a book once read, and to repeat 
“ Roderick Random” from beginning to end. It has been written 
of him that, ‘“ nothing came amiss to his memory: he would set a 
child right in his twopenny fable-book, repeat the whole of the 
moral tale of the Dean of Badajos, or a page of Athenzus on cups, 
or Eustathius on Homer.” 

His knowledge of books was undoubtedly great, and to quote Dr. 
Parr :—“ If the Duke of Brunswick at the head of his Huns and 
Vandals, were to burn every book of every library in Cambridge, 
Porson, being, as Longinus was said to be, a living library, would 
make the University hear without books more than they are likely 
to read with books.” 

Imagination I have ventured to class as an essential for a 
librarian, because I think that his work has an imaginative, as well 
as a practical side ; the one being as necessary, if not exaggerated or 
pushed too far, as the other. There is one sentence ascribed to 
Porson by Rogers which, if we knew naught else about him, would 
stamp him as a poet. It runs thus:—‘* When Prometheus made 
man, he had used up all the water in making other animals ; so he 
mingled his clay with tears.” 

Of the things which Porson appears to have been wanting in was 
those most important to the proper discharge of a librarian’s duties, 
viz., a plodding, methodical and regular attention to work. Bodley’s 
librarian (Mr. E. B. Nicholson), himself a distinguished successor in 
the post occupied by Porson, told the Conference of Librarians, 
which met in London in 1877, and told them rightly that above all 
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a librarian should be a ‘man of business.’ His greatest admirers 
would, I think, fail to recognise this quality in Porson. 

Again that catholicity of taste which should distinguish the 
librarian seems to have been absent in Porson, if we may credit a 
phrase ascribed to him by Rogers :—‘ 1 must confess to have a very 
strong prejudice against all German original literature.” Librarians 
have no business with prejudices. Taken altogether, an examination 
of what little is known of Porson as a librarian, would lead us to 
the conclusion, that to make a good librarian much more, as well as 
much less, than a brilliant scholar is necessary. 

_ Of the many anecdotes told of Porson there is one given by 
Colton in the second volume of his ‘‘ Lacon,” which is so good as to 
bear repetition. “ Porson was once travelling in a stage coach, 
when a young Oxonian, fresh from College, was amusing the ladies 
with a variety of talk, and amongst other things, with a quotation, 
as he said, from Sophocles. A Greek quotation, and in a coach too! 
roused our slumbering professor, from a kind of dog sleep, in a snug 
corner of the vehicle :—shaking his ears, and rubbing his eyes, I 
think, young gentleman, said he, you favoured us just now with a 
quotation from Sophocles; I do not happen to recollect it there. 
Oh, Sir, replied our Tyro, the quotation is word for word as I have 
repeated it, and in Sophocles too; but I suspect, Sir, it is some time 
since you were at college. The professor applying his hand to his 
great coat, and taking out a small pocket edition of Sophocles, 
quietly asked him if he could be kind enough to show him the 
passage in question, in that little book ; after rummaging the pages 
for some time, he replied, ‘upon second thoughts, 1 now recollect 
that the passage is in Euripides.’ ‘Then, perhaps Sir,’ said the 
professor, putting his hand again into his pocket, and handing him 
a similar edition of Euripides, ‘ you will be so good as to find it for 
me in that little book.’ The young Oxcnian returned again to his 
task, but with no better success, muttering however to himself, 
‘Curse me if ever I quote Greek again in a coach. The tittering of 
the ladies informed him that he was got into a hobble; at last, 
‘Bless me, Sir, said he, how dull I am ; I recollect now, yes, yes, I 
perfectly remember, that the passage is in A’schylus.’ The inexor- 
able professor returned again to his inexhaustible pocket, and was 
in the act of handing him an A‘schylus, when our astonished Fresh- 
man vociferated, ‘Stop the coach—halloah, coachman, let me out I 
say, instantly—let me out ! there’s a fellow here has got the whole 
Bodleian Library in his pocket ; let me out I say—let me out; he 
must be Porson, or the Devil !’” 

Colton also relates in the same volume, referring to Porson that, 
“after death, his head was dissected, and to the confusion of all 
craniologists, but to the consolation of all blockheads, it was dis- 
covered that he had the thickest skull of any professor in Europe. 
Professor Gall, on being called upon to explain this phenomenon, 
and to reconcile so tenacious a memory with so thick a receptacle 
for it, is said to have replied, “ How the ideas got into such a skull, 
is their business, not mine ; I have nothing to do with that ; but let 
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them once get in—that is all I want; once in, I will defy them ever 
to get out again.” 

There is one point which I have carefully avoided touching 
upon in this brief paper, and that is, the faults which disfigured 
the character of Porson. We have already too much tendency at 
the present day to emphasize the vices of great men—vices which 
passed away with the men themselves, leaving us the noble heritage 
of their: work unsoiled. In conclusion, I cannot do better than 
quote the words used by Savage, the under-librarian with Porson at 
the London Institution, in an account of Porson’s death which he 
published in the first volume of his publication, “ The Librarian,” 
——an ancestor of “ Monthly Notes” issued in 1808. 

“In giving a relation of the facts concerning the illness of Mr. 
Porson, I cannot let the opportunity escape me, our official situations 
bringing us a good deal together, of lamenting in common with his 
most intimate friends, the loss of so pleasing and so valuable an 
acquaintance ; for to the most gigantic powers of learning and 
criticism were united the manners of a gentleman, and the in- 
offensive habits of a child; and I am sorry to have occasion to 
observe, in concluding this narrative, that, especially since the 
Professor’s decease, there should be found persons, who have used 
no common industry in representing his failings in such pointed 
terms, as totally to shade the numerous good qualities which were 
inherent in his nature ; so that it cannot but be remarked with pity, 
that those persons should be deficient in one of those excellent 
qualities, which he possessed in an eminent degree, never speaking ill 
of any one,—but Shakspeare has well observed, upon another 
occasion, 


“ Men’s evil manners live in brass; their virtues we write in water.” 


After a brief discussion a vote of thanks was passed to the writer 
of the Paper. 

The Chairman then called upon the Hon. Secretary to read his 
Paper entitled “ Popular Libraries of Paris.” After a discussion, a 
vote of thanks was passed to the writer of the Paper, and the Meet- 
ing adjourned. ; 


THE GARDYNE COLLECTION. 


WE take from the Glasgow Herald of October 13th, the following 
account of Mr. Alexander Gardyne’s gift to the Mitchell Library, of 
which a brief notice appeared in our last number. 

The total number of books and pamphlets added to the shelves 
by this generous gift is about 2,250, including a number in other 
departments of literature than poetry, and a few manuscripts, one 
or two, so far as known, unpublished. Making all allowance for 
such as may be classed under general literature, and also for a few 
duplicates previously in the library, this gift, so well fitted to appeal 
to the generous feeling of other collectors, strengthens the galaxy of 
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Scottish poets by the addition of considerably over 1,000 volumes 
hitherto unrecorded in our local Libre d’Or or Mitchell Catalogue. 
Such an addition may well excite the enthusiastic librarian to 
record that the collection of which he is nuw the happy custodier is 
not only larger than the most sanguine could have anticipated 
within the short period, but, with an exception to be afterwards 
mentioned, is probably the most extensive in existence. At any rate, 
it affords an opportunity, practically unlimited, for studying under 
the most favourable conditions the distinctive and characteristic 
features of Scottish poetry, local as well as national—from the 
mighty masters of the lyre to the village rhymester, and all degrees 
between these extremes. It should also be noticed that the gift 
includes many interesting specimens of early Glasgow and provincial 
presses, and a few broadsides and chap-books of special rarity. To 
make such a collection for the ‘‘ Mitchell” under ordinary circum- 
stances would have required years of watchfulness, as well as a very 
considerable expenditure of money. All the volumes are neatly but 
strongly bound, a number of pieces, small in bulk but kindred in 
character, and varying in number from half a dozen to a score, 
being included within the compass of one volume. A careful 
table of contents is prefixed to each of these, so that those consult- 
ing them need suffer neither loss of time nor disappointment in get- 
ting at what they want. Nearly the whole are also enriched with 
manuscript notes by Mr. Gardyne himself, concerning the author or 
probable author of what appears as anonymous, while in the true 
spirit of a discriminating and intelligent collector he has not thought 
it beneath the dignity of a pursuit full of the most charming variety 
and interest to affix in many of the books some newspaper cutting 
having a close relation to the contents of the book, ballad, or pam- 
phlet, with here and there an extra portrait or other drawing. 

A very few lines about the collector and donor himself may not be 
out of place. Living for some years in London, Mr. Gardyne, as of 
Arbroath birth, is a Scotsman in something more even than descent 
and tastes. Leaving his native place when young, Mr. Gardyne, like 
so many of his countrymen, pushed his fortune with success, first in 
India and then in the Mauritius. Even at this time he was nurtur- 
ing a natural taste for books, as a few volumes still in his library, 
fished out from the bed of the ocean, bear palpable evidence of the 
narrow escape of their owner from perils at sea in the course of one 
of his early voyages, Since returning and settling permanently in 
this country Mr. Gardyne has devoted the greater part of his leisure 
time in carrying out his early book tastes by collecting, arranging, 
and annotating almost everything that was worthy of a place in 
what he soon found to be his fast-growing collection of books relating 
to Scottish history and Scottish poetry. Some notion of the catho- 
licity of his taste, no less than of his unwearied industry and liber- 
ality in purchasing, may be gathered from the fact that his generous 
gift to the Mitchell Library, extensive and valuable as it is in rari- 
ties, represents but little more than a fragment of the vast collection 
still left for enjoyment in his own magnificent library. 
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Since the establishment of a Poet’s Corner in the “ Mitchell,” 
almost identical in point of time with the opening of the library, Mr. 
Gardyne has manifested an interest in it through correspondence and 
donations, till his kindly spirit, satisfied with the wise, liberal, and in- 
telligent management of the Institution, has made it the resting-place 
of a gift as great in value‘as it is rare in occurrence. The appeal 
may now be made with ever-increasing zeal for some new, safer, and 
more extended fabric in which the treasures now being so ungrudg- 
ingly bestowed upon the Mitchell Library may be housed. The titles 
of even a few of the lesser ephemera— something that now is and 
to-morrow may be cast into the oven”—will sufficiently indicate the 
richness of the vein in which the student may now work at the 
*‘ Mitchell” through the disinterested liberality of a gentleman who 
may well be classed among the foremost collectors of his day. 
Taking up a handful of Scottish satires almost at random, we find 
“ Edinburgh ; a Poem on the Bench,” with a curious folding frontis- 
piece by “ Luke Sharpe” in the manner of Kaye—at one time, as 
appears from the book-plate, in the Coulter Mains Library ; “ The 
Queen’s Voyage, or The Follies of Scotland” (1842); “The Tele- 
graph, an Epistle from T. Muir, Hunter’s-hill, in Botany Bay, to 
Henry Erskine ;” “ Norman’s Blast, ” a- rejected contribution to 
Good Words on the Sabbath question ; “ Fair Helen of Kirkconnal,” 
by Stewart Lewis, a narrative ballad on a well-known Annandale 
tragedy, recalling “ Gil Marice” and “Gilderoy ;” “ Farewell Song of 
the Caledonian Muse,” by Munro ; ‘‘ Poems,” by the “ Berwickshire 
Ploughman,” 1807 ; ‘‘Sketch of Time,” by R. Flockhart, famous as 
an Edinburgh street preacher ; “ Poems,” by William Wilson, a 
wandering wight of Homer’s craft, Dumfries, 1803, one, written 
after a fall at the new academy then building, commencing 
with the portentous line, ‘‘Thy praise I sing, Thou Great First 
Cause;” “ Elegies” on various public characters who died about 
1800; ‘Poems on Recent Events,” by Mrs. Nisbet, 1780; 
“ Metrical Legends and other Poems,” by C. K. Sharpe, Oxford, 
1807, dedication dated Hoddam Castle; ‘“ Poems,” by John 
Galt, with a long list of the novelist’s other writings, 1833; 
“Songs for Harveian Anniversaries,” by Sir Alexander Boswell, 
1816, &c.; “Songs, Odes, Anthems, and Epigrams,” by eee 
Rodger, an operative weaver of Glasgow (London: R. Carlile) n 
Glasgow publisher being willing to risk issue of these rather peppery 
satires by the author of “ Robin Tamson’s Smiddy)” “ Airdrie Fair,” 
Glasgow, 1792; “ Ballads and Songs of Ayrshire,” Forfarshire and 
Aberdeen Ballads, Galloway Poems, by M‘Dowall, 1828 ; ‘‘ Memor- 
ables of the Montgomeries ” and “ Polemo- Middinia,” by Drummond, 
both from the Foulis’ press ; miscellaneous religious pieces by Jean 
Adams, of Crawfordsdyke, reputed authoress of “ Nae Luck about 
the House,” Glasgow, 1734, with an interesting list of subscribers ; 
“ Britannia Triumphans,” by Pennicuik, 1718 ; “ Lights and Shadows 
of Scottish Character,” by Cincinnatus Caledonius, otherwise Bar- 
bour of Bogrie; a particularly fine copy, bound in vellum extra 
gilt, with portrait inserted, of “ Songs chiefly in the rural language of 
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Scotland,” by Allan Cunningham (his first acknowledged publication), 
1813, a presentation copy with the poet’s autograph ; “Translations 
and Poems” by Samuel Boyce, dedicated to Susannah, Countess of 
Eglinton; “ The Northern Laird and his Tenant,” a tale by John 
Burnes, a private in the Forfarshire Militia; a bundle of poetical 
chap-books, printed at Paisley, Kilmarnock, and Beith; “ Paisley 
Repository” and “ Miscellany ;’ Buchanan’s Poems, a_ beautiful 
Klzevir, in perfect condition, with engraved title, 1628. The 
manuscripts include the ‘‘Commonplace Book” of Mrs. Riddell, 
friend and correspondent of Burns, continued till about the year of 
her death, 1808 ; and the “ Maid of Avon,” founded on the story of 
Wallace, bearing the book-plate of another famous collector, T. 
Jolley, F.S.A. 


LIBRARY NOTES. 


BIRKENHEAD.—We regret to learn that the illness of our Member, 
Mr. Richard Hinton, Librarian of the Free Public Library, Birken- 
head, which prevented him from taking part in the Liverpool 
Meeting has terminated fatally. Mr. Hinton died at Higher 
Tranmere on Nov. 12, aged 64 years. He had been Librarian trom 
the opening of the Library i in 1856. 


Braprorp.—The Bradford Public Library and Art Museum 
Committee at the early part of the present year, passed a resolution 
that the Central Reading Rooms, Reference Library and Art 
Museum be opened on Sunday, but the Town Council deemed it 
inexpedient to adopt such resolution, and referred the matter back 
to the Committee, who, as yet, have not deemed it advisable to recon- 
sider the question. The Lord’s-day Rest Association have, since the 
resolution was rejected, become the parents of a local committee, 
and the opposition of this committee to the opening may possibly 
bring about a result the reverse of what they desire, as already, by 
their efforts the matter has been frequently mooted at the various 
ward meetings in connection with the present municipal elections, 
and as far as can be judged the proposal to open on Sundays seems 
to be growing in favour. 


BristoL.—The vacancy in the Librarianship of the Bristol 
Museum and Library caused by the appointment of Mr. John 
Taylor to the City Librarianship (as announced in our last number) 
has been filled up by the appointment of Mr. E. R. N. Matthews, 
formerly of the Birmingham Free Libraries. 

CarpirF.—The new Municipal Art Galleries at the Cardiff Free 
Library buildings were formally opened by the Mayor on Oct 23. 
In the evening a reception was held by Mr. Alderman Taylor, 
chairman of the Free Library Committee. 

GaTESHEAD.—Mr. G. Hall Elliott, Sub-Librarian of the Literary 
and Philosophical Society, Newcastle- -upon-Tyne, has been appoint- 
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ed Chief Librarian of Gateshead Public Library, the building of 
which is now in course of erection, and is expected to be ready for 
use in May next. 

LonpDoN : BATTERSEA.—A_ resolution has been passed by the 
Battersea Vestry (Oct. 11), on the motion of Mr. John Cleave, that 
it is desirable to adopt the Free Libraries’ Acts. A number of 
public meetings in favour of the movement have been held since. 


MANCHESTER.—At a Special Meeting of the Lancashire and 
Cheshire Antiquarian Society, held in the Mayor’s Parlour at the 
Town Hall, on November 12th, a number of books and MSS. from 
his Library were exhibited by the Earl of Crawford and Balearres, 
After his Lordship had described the articles exhibited, Mr. Axon 
and Mr. Sutton addressed the meeting, and a vote of thanks was 
given to the Earl on the motion of Sir Thomas Baker and Mr. H. 


H. Howorth. 


MIDDLESBROUGH. — The foundation stone of the new public 
buildings in which accommodation is to be provided for the Free 
Library, was laid on October 24th by the Mayor. The cost of the 
building will be about £100,000. 


Nortuwicu.—A movement in favour “of adopting the Free 
Libraries Acts is in progress at Northwich. A meeting was held on 
October 15th, Mr. Thomas Moore taking the Chair in the unavoid- 
able absence of Mr. John Moore, who is Chairman of the Local 
Board, and who is a hearty supporter of the movement. Resolu- 
tions in favour of adopting the Acts and appointing a Committee 
were passed, and a subscription at once opened. Numerous pro- 
mises of support have been received, and the subscriptions already 
amount to about £500. 


NorrtnGHAM.—On Friday, November 2nd, a room situated at the 
north-east angle of the building was opened as an additional reading- 
room in connection with the Free Public Library. It is well lighted 
and comfortable, and is approached from the Lending Library and 
Reading Room. On the three large tables therein, there is a good 
supply of trade, professional, and illustrated papers and other peri- 
odicals. Shelving is in course of preparation to contain the unbound 
numbers of periodicals, so that they may be more accessible for the 
purpose of reference than they have hitherto been. A junior assis- 
tant is in attendance. His Worship the retiring Mayor of Notting- 
ham (Leonard Lindley, Esq.), has marked his appreciation of the 
work of the Reference Library by presenting 53 volumes to it during 
his year of office. This valuable and useful gift comprises the 
library edition of Carlyle’s Works in 34 volumes, and a number of 
standard scientific and technical works. 


St. HELENS.—The forthcoming Report of the Free Public Library, 
will at the request of the Committee include a notice of the Liver. 
pool Meeting of the Library Association. On, the 15th of Novem- 
ber, Mr. Alfred Lancaster, Librarian of the Free Public Library, 
delivered an address on “The St. Helens Free Public Library and 
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its Contents,” to the St. Helens Association for the Pursuit of 
Science, Literature and Art. 


SHREWsBuRY.—It has been decided by the townspeople to pur- 
chase the buildings of the Royal School for the purpose of a county 
Museum and Free Library. A subscription list was recently in- 
augurated by Admiral Jenkins (ex-Mayor of Shrewsbury), who gave 
£250, and since then nearly the whole sum—namely £4,000—has 
been subscribed, 


Watrorb.—A somewhat curious use of the Public Libraries Acts 
is being made at Watford, where ‘hey are being applied for the pur- 
pose of carrying on a School of Music, affiliated to the Royal College 
of Music. This is, we understand, the first provincial school in con- 
nection with the College. 

Wican.—The Library Committee of the Corporation have 
arranged a series of lectures in connection with the Free Library, 
and the introductory lecture entitled “A Talk about Books” was 
delivered on Saturday, October 27th, by our friend Mr. W. E. A. 
Axon. The Mayor of Wigan (Mr. Ald. Park) who will be remembered 
for his cordial reception of the Association the other day, presided, 
and Mr. Axon was listened to by a large and attentive audience, 
chiefly of working men. A vote of thanks to the lecturer was 
moved by the Mayor, and seconded by Mr. G. L. Campbell. 


Mr. Thomas Mason, Librarian of Stirling and Glasgow Public 
Library, has contributed two articles, entitled “ With the Librarians 
at Liverpool,” to the Fifeshire Journal, of September 27, and October 
4. Mr. Mason concludes his lively sketches by exclaiming ‘‘ Happy 
librarians! The sustained festivity of the Liverpool meeting was 
almost bewildering. From early morn till—-we will not say how far 
past dewy eve—there was something to be heard, seen, or eaten. 
We pity the fate of future local secretaries.” 

We have received the Annual Report of the Board of Regents of the 
Smithsonian Institution, for the year 1881, Washington, 1883; 8vo, 
pp. xvi, 839, from which we learn that the number of foreign 
addresses in communication with the Institution (which in 1850 
was 173) amounted in 1881 to 2,908. The accessions to the 
Library, which, as our readers are aware, is kept in the Library of 
Congress, numbered 11,959. In the General Appendix to the 
Report are the usual record of recent scientific progress and several 
miscellaneous papers, including a ‘‘ History of the Smithsonian Sys- 
tem of Exchanges.” 


The October number of the Harvard University Bulletin, in addition 
to the usual official intelligence and lists of accessions to the Library, 
contains further instalments of the ‘Classified Index to Maps in 
Petermann’s Mittheilungen,” and the “Bibliography of Ptolemy’s 
Geography,” and the first instalment of a very interesting descrip- 
tive account of the “Kohl Collection of Early Maps,” belonging to 
the Department of State, Washington, by Justin Winsor. 
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In connexion with the Luther Exhibition at the British Museum, 
it is interesting to notice that the Town Library of Leipzig, organized 
in October a similar Exhibition of pictures, books, medals and other 
objects connected with Luther. An account of the various articles 
collected appeared in the Leipziger Tageblatt of 7th October, 1883, 
for a separate print of which we are indebted to the courtesy of Mr. 
Axon. The major portion of the articles exhibited belonged to the 
Town Library, a few were furnished by the other Leipzig collections 
and original editions of some of Luther's Works were contributed by 
Heinrich Klemm, the well-known Dresden collector. We regret 
that we cannot at present afford the space to give a fuller notice of 
this exhibition, which would afford many interesting points of com- 
parison with the collection for which we have to thank the princi- 
pal Librarian and the keepers of the various Departments at our 
own Museum. 


The Law Journal, of Nov. 10th, in noticing the edition of the 
Cambridge University and College Statutes, prepared for the Uni- 
versity Press by Mr. Henry Bradshaw, observes, “The preface 
contains a passage which makes us regret that Mr. Bradshaw does 
not argue cases in court on the construction of statutes,” and pro- 
ceeds to quote the passage, in itself sufficiently interesting. 

“Tn reproducing the text of the statutes no attempt has been made to correct 
anything but the most obvious clerical or printer’s errors ; but, as one object of 
this edition has been to put the reader in possession of an accurate copy of the 
sealed documents themselves, with all their legitimate inconsistencies of spell- 
ing and punctuation, a table of such errata as have been noticed in the sealed 
copies will be found immediately preceding the text. This table is printed in 
a form which will enable anyone to see, in every case, (1) what is the actual 
erroneous reading of the copy annexed to the Order in Council ; (2) what is the 
reading of the original authoritative publication of the statute in the London 
Gazette ; (3) what is the reading of the present edition ; and, finally, (4) what 
—sometimes different from all the preceding—is believed to be the correct 
reading.” 


LIBRARY CATALOGUES AND REPORTS. 


cal 
Borough of Nottingham Free Public Libraries Class List (No. 2) of 

Books in the Reference Library... C. Theology and Ecclesiastical 

History.... Nottingham, 1883, la. 8vo, pp. 31 and wrapper. Price 

Twopence. 

A List of over 800 vols. arranged under the heads—Bampton Lectures : 
Bible ; Editions and Translations—Commentarics—Concordances ; Boyle Lec- 
tures; Collected Works: Eccles. History ; Exeter Hall Lectures; Hulsean 
Lectures ; Parker Society’s Publications; Sects and Non-Christian Religions, 
besides which the name of every author is entered in alphabetical order. 


Barrow-in-Furness. The First Annual Report of the Committee of 
the Free Public Library, 1882-3..... Barrow-in-Furness, 1883. 
8vo, pp. 18. 


The Library was opened September 18th, 1882, and “from its opening the 
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Institution has proved a great success,” and the temporary premises are already 
found to be too small for the requirements. The number of Vols. in the Lend- 
ing Department is 6,432, in the Reference Department 660. The issues for the 
year have been in the former 63,070, in the latter 7.378. About 3,500 persons 
attend the news room each week. The proportion of Fiction issned appears 
considerably below the average, and the issue of books relatively to the popu- 
lation is high. The Committee and the Librarian are to be congratulated on 
their first year’s work. 


Brighton Free Library, Museum, and Picture Gallery. Ninth 
Annual Report... Brighton, 1883. 8vo, pp. 16. 


The Committee acknowledge among other donations special collections from 
Mr. H. J. Mathews and Mr. W. J. Smith, in the one case of local literature, in 
the other of books dealing with the history of Nonconformity. There are 
Reports from the Library, Museum, and Picture Gallery Sub-Committees, the 
former urging the desirability of providing the Librarian with an assistant. 
There are no statistics. 


Devon and Exeter Albert Memorial Museum, Schools of Science and 
Art, and Free Library. Thirteenth Annual Report of the Com- 
mittee... Exeter, 1883, la. 8vo, pp. 20. 


The Library Sub-Committee report that the number of Vols. in the Lending 
Department is 9,316, and in the Reference Department 2,915, exclusive of 
pamphlets. The number of borrowers on the register is 1,486. ‘The issues were 
in the Lending Department 27,682, and in the Reference 15,969. The Reading 
and News-rooms are well attended. The Committee announce that the sub- 
scriptions promised are nearly enough to defray the cost of the first portion of 
the new buildings, which are badly. needed. The receipts from the Borough 
Fund were £660, and the outgoings £661 17s, 38d. 


Leicester. The Twelfth Annual Report of the Free Library Com- 
mittee of the Borough of Leicester..... 1883, Leicester. 8vo, 
pp. 28. 


The Committee report the continued success of the Institution, The number 
of Vols. in the Lending Department is now 13,957, in the Reference Department 
7,246. The issues in the former were 149,589-—an increase of 15,165; in the 
latter 31,056—an increase of 617. The number of borrowers tickets issued 
during the year was 2,182. There is a list of 32 additions to the Leicestershire 
Department, which now numbers 591 vols. The halfpenny rate produced 
£835 7s., besides which the miscellaneous sources of income (of which Fines 
produced £81 11s. 8d.) produced £151. 


Borough of Newport. The Public Free Library and School of Art 
and Science. Thirteenth Annual Report... Newport, 1883, 
8vo, pp. 23. 


During the 252 days on which the Library was open 41,111 vols, were lent 
and consulted, being a decrease of 2,185, which may be accounted for by the 
inconvenient position of the temporary premises. The total number of vols. in 
stock is 8,979. The new buildings were opened, and the attendance in the news- 
room since has been, very large. The Committee hope to appeal for contri- 
butions towards a Museum Fund. The grant from the Town Council was £560, 
There is a separate Report appended from the Committee of the School, 
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Rochdale. The Twelfth Annual Report of the Committee of the 
Free Public Library of the Borough of Rochdale, for the Year 
ending March 31st, 1883... Rochdale. 8vo, pp. 19. 

The number of Vols. added to the Library was 1,713, and makes the total 
number at present in the Library 33,348, exclusive of Specifications of Patents. 
The issues were in the Reference Department 62,505, in the Lending Depart- 
ment 91,618. The total issues were fewer than in some previous years, but the 
Lending Department was closed for some time in consequence of the small-pox 
epidemic. The amount of the rate was £1,010. The Cireulating Library num- 
bers about 80 subscribers, and the issues were 4,447 ; 311 vols. were transferred 
from it to the Free Public Library. 


Smethwick. Annual Report of the Free Library Committee of the 
Smethwick Local Board of Health, 1882-3... Oldbury. 8vo, pp. 8. 
The number of Vols. now in the Library is 4,766, of which 462 were added 

during the past year. The issues were 35,333; and the attendance at the 

Reading Room averaged 1,200 per week during the whole year. The issues of 

Fiction were 70.26 per cent. of the total issues, The usual statistical tables are 

appended, 


Borough of Southport. Atkinson Free Library. Eighth Annual 

Report, 1882-3. Southport. 8vo, pp. 10. 

The number of Vols. in the Library is now 12,058, of which 965 were added 
during the year. The issues were for home use 78,092 ;-in the Reading Room 
33,339. It is estimated that 392,057 visits were made to the News and Reading 
Rooms. The Churchtown Branch shows a considerable increase increase of 
readers and borrowers, the numbers being 6,879 and 1,808 respectively. The 
income was £848 odd, and the expenditure £844 odd, 


Borough of Stockport. The Seventh Report of the Public Free 
Library and Museum Committee, 1882-3. Stockport. La. 8vo, 
pp. 31. 


The present Report records the result of 18 months working. The issues for 
the last 12 months from the Lending Library were 71,465. The attendance at 
the News and Reading Room showed a marked increase, the total for the year 
being 148,884 visits. The number of vols. added since the last Report was 

1,282, making the total stock 18,314. The visitors to the Museum for the 12 
months were 30,940. Full statistical tables are appended. The rate meme 
last year £796 3s. 1d. and the total income w as £852 1s. 10d. ; the expenditure 
was £825 6s, 6d. 


The Annual Report of the Airdrie Free. Library (which is not 
separately printed) states that the issues for the last year, as well as 
the visits to the Reading Room were somewhat less than the year 
before, The issues were 13,827, and the visits to the Reading Room 
were 25,885. About 400 vols, were added during the year, “170 by 
gift. 


The Report issued to the Subscribers to the Wrexham Free 
Library states that the daily average of visitors for the year was 
301 as against 231 the previous year, and 157 in 1881. The 
Committee regret that they do not yet see their way to a circulating 
library, and invite subscriptions and donations. The income for the 
year was £280 16s. 9d., and the year closes with a balance of 
£77 13s. 11d. in hand, The rate produced £240 8s. 8d. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 
DR. POOLE’S INDEX. 

No one can value Dr. Poole’s monumental work with more grateful apprecia- 
tion than myself, and I regret that I should have occasioned its author any 
unnecessary trouble. On reference to the introductory pages, the discrepancy 
which in some cases exists between the number used in the Jndex to denote 
volumes of Periodicals, and that which appears upon the volumes themselves 
becomes intelligible. It is to be feared that many of those who casually con- 
sult such works of reference as that of Dr. Poole’s, do not master the preliminary 
matter, though this care is the least to which Dr. Poole may feel entitled after 
the iabour spent upon his invaluable Index. V. O. X 


Library, Inner Temple, E.C., November 10, 1883. 

I had occasion yesterday to refer to “ Poole’s Index” for a reference to Lord 
Salisbury’s famous article “The Conservative Surrender,” which appeared in 
the Quarterly Review, vol. 123 (1867). I looked under every head I could 
think of, but it is not indexed. Mr. Poole’s Work is done on the whole so 
admirably that I call attention to this omission, as Librarians may like to 
make a note in the margin of their copies. 

J E. L. PICKERING, 
Librarian. 

{The Article referred to will be found indexed, Mr. Douthwaite informs us, 
under the heading “Great Britain, Politics of, in 1867—Conservative Sur- 
render,” (p. 549). No doubt it would have saved our correspondent trouble if 
it had also been entered under the heading “ Conservative »’ where we do 
find “ Conservative Prospects,’ “ Conservative Policy,’ and many other Con- 
servative things.—ED., | 





DISFIGURING BOOKS. 


The tendency has grown of late to disfigure books by writing on the title- 
page such phrases as “ With the compliments of the author,” or “ With the 
author’s kind regards,” in spite of the fact that a fly-leaf is often provided for 
the purpose. I have lately secn this done by a distinguished member of the 
Library Association, and a book-lover to boot. One appreciates the kindly 
spirit that prompts the gift. The silent eloquence of the act, to an appreciative 
mind, will need no reminder. Especially is this so if the book is worth having, 
less need is there then to injure or interfere with the typographer’s art. 

But to some of us this disfiguring gives the impression of advertising the 
private, social, or more sacred feelings of our common nature. For literary 
men and book lovers are often of a curiosity-mongering turn of mind and 
inclined now, as they probably will be in the future, to fill some pages with the 
enquiry as to who “ A. B.” or “ Y. Z.” may have been. This is not always to 
the advantage or improvement of literature ; and to the appreciative and book- 
loving members of the Library Association, surely, a hint is sufficient. 

BIBLIOTHEC, COLL. OWENS. 





ERRATA. 


Owing to the miscarriage of a portion of the proofs, the following errors in 
the October number require correction : on p. 118 1. 8 for Horace read Hance ; 
on p. 1191.1, for Stevens read Stephens ; on p. 128 1. 10 from bottom, for 
Gordyne read Gardyne ; p. 130 1. 13 from bottom, for Nilon read Niton. 
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